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Luke 1:5 
“There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest 

named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the 
daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.” 

 
 

The Course of Abia is defined in 1 Chronicles 24 with the length of each course 
being set at one month as defined in 1 Chronicles 27 
 

1 Chronicles 24:1-2; 5; 7-10; 19 
Now these are the divisions of the sons of Aaron. The sons of Aaron; Nadab,  

and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. But Nadab and Abihu died before their father, 
and had no children: therefore Eleazar and Ithamar executed the priest's office. 
Thus were they divided by lot, one sort with another; for the governors of the 

sanctuary, and governors of the house of God, were of the sons of Eleazar,  
And  of the sons of Ithamar. 

Now the first lot came forth to Jehoiarib, the second to Jedaiah, 
The third to Harim, the fourth to Seorim, 

The fifth to Malchijah, the sixth to Mijamin, 
The seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah, 

These were the orderings of them in their service to come into the house of the 
LORD, according to their manner, under Aaron their father, as the LORD God of 

Israel had commanded him.” 
 

The first month of the Jewish sacred year begins with Abib which corresponds 
to the March/April time period...thus 3 + 8 = 11 or the eleventh month which 
is in our November/December time period. Since Zachariah would be forbid-
den sexual relations with his wife, Elizabeth, until after his tour of service duty 
was completed, they had to wait until they returned home later in December 
to conceive John. 
    Now we need to consult Josephus {“Antiquities of the Jews”} to determine 
when Herod the Great actually died... 
 

Chapter 6...” The occasion was this: This Matthias the 
high priest, on the night before that day when the fast was 
to be celebrated, seemed, in a dream, to have conver-
sation with his wife; and because he could not officiate 
himself on that account, Joseph, the son of Ellemus, his 
kinsman, assisted him in that sacred office. But Herod 
deprived this Matthias of the high priesthood, and burnt 
the other Matthias, who had raised the sedition, with his 
companions, alive. And that very night there was an 
eclipse of the moon.”  
 

Chapter 8 ...”He died (#), the fifth day after he had caused Antipater to be 
slain; having reigned, since he had procured Antigonus to be slain, thirty-four 
years; but since he had been declared king by the Romans, thirty-seven.” 
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#Note: Josephus describes Herod’s painful death...“His entrails were also       
exulcerated, and the chief violence of his pain lay on his colon; an 

aqueous and transparent liquor also had settled itself about his feet, and 
a like matter afflicted him at the bottom of his belly. Nay, further, his 
privy-member was putrefied, and produced worms; and when he sat 

upright, he had a difficulty of breathing, which was very loathsome, on 
account of the stench of his breath, and the quickness of its returns; he 

had also convulsions in all parts of his body, which increased his 
 strength to an insufferable degree. 

It was said by those who pretended to be divine, and who were endued 
with wisdom to foretell such things, that God inflicted this punishment on 

the king on account of his great impiety.” 
 

 

Thus, Herod died before the Feast of Passover in 749 AUC {753-749=4 B.C.} 
just after an eclipse of the moon. {AUC means “anno urbis conditae” and 
refers to the founding of Rome. The Romans reckoned their history from its 
legendary founding in 753 B.C., which was their zero year.  
    Josephus is linking the eclipse and the execution because 
during an eclipse of the moon, the moon turns red, the color 
of blood. What is needed therefore is an eclipse taking place 
the night after the Jewish fast day of Passover.  
    Now a lunar eclipse always happens at a full moon which 
is always on the 14th day of a Jewish month. The only fast on 
the 13th day of a Jewish month is the ‘Esther Fast’ which 
takes place during the Purim festival. This occurs during the 
last Jewish month of the year, known as ‘Adar’. 
    A partial eclipse occurred on the 13th March 4 BC at 2:41 am. Only the 
eclipse occuring on the 13th March 4 BC could have taken place in Adar. 
Now we turn to the Gospel of Luke... 
 

Luke 1:8-13; 23-25 
“And it came to pass, that while he executed the priest's office before God in 
the order of his course, According to the custom of the priest's office, his lot 

was to burn incense when he went into the temple of the Lord. And there 
appeared unto him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar 
of incense. And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell upon 

him. But the angel said unto him, Fear not, Zacharias: for thy prayer is heard; 
and thy wife Elisabeth shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name John. 

And it came to pass, that, as soon as the days of his ministration were 
accomplished, he departed to his own house. And after those days his wife 

Elisabeth conceived, and hid herself five months, saying, Thus hath the Lord 
dealt with me in the days wherein he looked on me, to take away 

 my reproach among men.” 
 

Since Herod was still alive when Zacharias ministered during the feast {* This 
was the Feast of Dedication}, John had to be conceived in November/December 
of 5 B.C.  
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*Note...In John 10:22-38 we learn that it was at the Feast of Dedication, 
and it was winter, a feast that was annually observed by consent, in 
remembrance of the dedication of a new altar and the purging of the 

temple, by Judas Maccabaeus, after the temple had been profaned and 
the altar defiled. The story is told in the history of the Maccabees. 

The return of their liberty was to them as life from the dead, and, in 
remembrance of it, they kept an annual feast on the twenty-fifth day of 

the month Cisleu, about the beginning of December, and seven days 
after. The celebrating of it was not confined to Jerusalem, as that of the 
divine feasts was, but every one observed it in his own place, not as a 

holy time but as a good time, as the days of Purim, Ester 9:19. 
 

 

In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, June/July, Mary became pregnant 
with Jesus by the Holy Ghost and traveled to visit with her cousin... 
 

Luke 1:26-31 
“And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of 
Galilee, named Nazareth, To a virgin espoused to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David; and the virgin's name was Mary. 
And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly favored, 

the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. 
And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with 
God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a son,  

and shalt call his name JESUS.” 
 

 

Observe the significance of these events...John the Baptist was sent to pre-
pare the way before the Messiah, Jeshua; John was the fulfillment of the Feast 
of Dedication and the messenger sent before the “one who would bring life 
from the dead”.  
    When was Jeshua born? Nine months from June/July 5 B.C. brings us to 
March/April 4 B.C. However his birth had to occur before Herod’s death and 
in fulfillment of another great feast. But what great feast occurs in this time 
period? The answer is found in the Book of Esther... 

 

Esther 9:17; 22; 28 
“On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the 

same rested they, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 
As the days wherein the Jews rested from their enemies, and the month 
which was turned unto them from sorrow to joy, and from mourning into  
a good day: that they should make them days of feasting and joy, and of 

sending portions one to another, and gifts to the poor. 
And that these days should be remembered and kept throughout every 

generation, every family, every province, and every city; and that these days 
of Purim should not fail from among the Jews, nor the memorial of them 

perish from their seed.” 
 

Remember, a partial eclipse of the moon occurred on March 13th in the year 4 
B.C., shortly before Herod’s death and before the Feast of Passover...before the 
killing of the Pascal Lamb. Now let us go to Revelation... 
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Revelation 12:1-5 
“And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars...” 
 

This image clearly depicts the simultaneous and super-
imposed celestial etching of God’s covenant with Jacob 
through the 12 Tribes of Israel and Jesus covenant with 
the Saints thru the 12 Apostles. Remember the word 
“stars” in the Greek stands for “messengers” 
    The Sun represents the Tri-Une Godhead with the 
solar energy representing the Father; the radiant light 
representing the Son, later incarnate as Jesus, the Light 
of the World; and the penetrating thermal heat 
representing the Holy Ghost. 

 

The moon has no light of its own but is a perfect reflection of the sun’s light 
rays and represents Jesus Christ incarnate. The eclipse of the moon on the 
13th of Abib was a partial eclipse depicting the incarnation of the Son of God 
into Jesus. And so Jesus was born on March 13th, in the year 4 B.C. 


