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                             There are three principles to understand…. 
 

 The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof…Good  
 

Psalms 24:1 
The earth is the LORD's, and the fullness thereof 

and they that dwell therein. 
 

The world is Satan’s domain and the fullness thereof…Evil 
    

John 14:30 
Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world comes,  

and has nothing in me. 
 

These principles allow us to understand the fullness of GOOD which is to 
live in Christ and the emptiness of EVIL which is to be away from Christ. 
 

Although part of us seeks to be living in Christ there is a part of us that is 
not willing to forsake all to live fully in Christ.  
     

Mark 8:34-38 
34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto 

them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself,  
and take up his cross, and follow me. 

35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for 
my sake and the gospel's, the same shall save it. 

36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? 
37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 

38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he cometh 

in the glory of his Father with the holy angels. 
 

This creates a deep schism. Paul also faced this situation and said… 
 

Galatians 5:17 
For the flesh works against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 

contrary the one to the other: so that we cannot do the things that we want to do. 
     

Romans 7:15-25 
15 I do not understand what I do. For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate I do. 

16 And if I do what I do not want to do, I agree that the law is good. 
17 As it is, it is no longer I myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. 

18 I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. c For I have the 
desire to do what is good, but I cannot carry it out. 

19 For what I do is not the good I want to do; no, the evil I do not want to do  
— this I keep on doing. 

20 Now if I do what I do not want to do, it is no longer I who do it,  
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but it is sin living in me that does it. 
21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. 

22 For in my inner being I delight in God's law; 
23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the 

law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin  
at work within my members. 

24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God — through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

 
Romans 8: 8-11; 14-15; 29-31; 35-39 

8 So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. 
9 But you are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell 

in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 
10 And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life 

because of righteousness. 
11 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that 

raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies  
by his Spirit that dwells in you. 

14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God. 
15 For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have 

received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 
29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the 

image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. 
30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, 

them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 
31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 

35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 

36 As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted  
as sheep for the slaughter. 

37 Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
38 For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 
39 Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
     

1 John 2:15-17 
15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the 

pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. 
17 And the world passes away, and the lust thereof: but he that does the will of God 

abides for ever. 
 

1 Corinthians 2:12-13 
12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; 

that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
13 Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teaches, but 

which the Holy Ghost teaches; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
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   God knows everything there is to know about us - every detail of our 
past as well as every possibility of our future. Within the bounds of his 
great sovereignty also abides his unconditional love. What this ultimately 
means is that whatever happens in our lives, good or bad, He is always 
“there for us”! 
 

Isaiah 55:8-13 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 

my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

  
  Even though God’s sovereignty guarantees that he will always work 
out the best possible outcome for us, the only way we can 
experience that outcome is if we surrender our lives totally to his 
management. 

Isaiah 64:8 
But now, O LORD, thou art our father; we are the clay, 

 and thou our potter; and we all are the work of thy hand. 
 

 

   One of the great lessons we learn from walking with God is that only 
by accepting his great sovereignty are we able to be at peace. 
 

Romans 8:27-28 
27 And he that searches the hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, 

because he makes intercession for the saints  according to the will of 
God. 

28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them who are the called according to his purpose. 

 

How then are we to pray to an infinite and 
eternal God? We must acknowledge and accept 
that only He knows WHAT needs to be done; 
WHY it needs to be done; and WHEN it needs to 
be done! Therefore we don’t need to inform him 
of anything, since he already knows about it.  
 

And since he loves us, He wants to help us. And 
since He is all powerful, He already has a plan of action. We need to “pray 
through” [remember, prayer is having an open and honest discussion with 
Him face-to-face like Moses] to discover His plan – seek understanding – 
and move out in faith. 

Colossians 3:17 
And whatsoever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
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Let us review what we know about an infinite and eternal 
God. We know that He is infinite in knowledge, power, justice 
and love. Secondly, only He knows WHAT needs to be done; 
WHY it needs to be done; and WHEN it needs to be done! 
 
Therefore we don’t need to inform him of anything, since he already 
knows about it. And since he loves us, He wants to help us. And since He 
is all powerful, He already has a plan of action. He only wants us to 
recognize this, and ask him for help. 
 
How do we ask? By “praying through” [remember, prayer is having an 
open and honest discussion with Him face-to-face like Moses] in order to 
hear His word of  knowledge, come to an  understanding of His plan, 
and seek comprehension  so that His wisdom may become clear 
through His revelation.  
 

After this manner, we should pray…”Lord 
 

 ”Thank you for making me aware by revelation knowledge.” 
John 16:13 

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 

hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 
 

  “Lord, what is your plan?” 
Isaiah 55:11 

So shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth: it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 

please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 
 

  “Please give me understanding”  
Proverbs 3:13 

Happy is the man that finds wisdom, and the man that gets 
understanding. 

 
 “Quicken my spirit that I may comprehend your revelation.” 

John 16:13 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into 
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall 

hear, that shall he speak: and he will show you things to come. 
 

 “Do You want me to say or do anything as part of your Plan?” 
Colossians 3:17 

And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
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 “I accept…..manifest your wisdom through me!”  
John 14:26 

But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will 
send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all 

things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 
 
In this way, we acknowledge and submit to His will and not work against 

Him. We now become part of the solution. The only thing that 
remains is to exercise the faith that He imparts to us when we 
accept His assignment and believing His word and ignoring 

any circumstances the world or Satan throws at us.  
 

 

    
 

 
   Attitude is that determining inward force of our heart which guides and 
controls all thoughts and actions.  
 

The spirit of man because of original sin can now discern both 
“good” and “evil” {for he ate of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil in Eden} and must choose day-by-day...hour-

by-hour...and yes, even minute-by-minute...between good 
behavior and evil behavior. Attitude shapes our outward 
behavior. God designed those who are “born again” of the 

water and of the spirit to have their behavior be the “natural” outcome of 
attitude.... 
 

Ecclesiastes 12:13-14 
“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and 

keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 
For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret 

thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil .” 
 

...but we can shape our attitude to “force” our behavior to conform to 
some personal agenda or to become “politically correct” with our peers in 
the world... 
 

Isaiah 5:20-21 
“Woe unto them that call evil good , and good evil ; that put 
darkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter for 

sweet, and sweet for bitter! 
Woe unto them that are wise in their own eyes, and prudent in their 

own sight!” 
 

   Thus it behooves us to allow God to shape our attitude. There are 
three areas of life that we need to allow God to shape our attitude. 
Attitude encompasses our tri-une self of flesh, soul, and spirit... 
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 THE FLESH... The flesh is concerned only with 
self-service ...an attitude of “getting” from 

others for the benefit of self indulgence.     
But if we allow God to shape our attitude in 

the flesh we will choose “life”...an attitude of 
“giving” to others.  

 

THE SOUL... The soul is “anxious and troubled 
about many things” and often filled with fear of 
both the unknown and personal needs...  
 

Luke 10:40-42 
“But Martha was cumbered about much serving, 
and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not 
care that my sister hath left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore 
that she help me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, 

Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things: 
But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, 

which shall not be taken away from her.” 
    
   But if we allow God to shape our attitude in the soul we will choose to 
be gentle or patient... 
 

Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known 

unto God. 
And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of 
good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, 

think on these things.” 
 

THE SPIRIT... The spirit in bondage to feelings and emotions which 
result in seasons of happiness and sadness... 
 

But if we allow God to shape our attitude in the spirit we 
will choose to be continuously in the presence of God. 
Within each of us lies a weakness which becomes an 
addiction. Addictions hinder our personal relationship with 
Jesus and robs us of experiencing the fullness of his love 
and plan for our lives. 
 

It is a distraction and enticement caused by the world that 
leads us astray. Being sensitive to the Spirit in our daily lives will allow us 
to overcome the addiction that hinders us and to experience His grace.  
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1 Thessalonians 5:15  
15 See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever 
follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all 
men. 
16 Rejoice evermore. 
17 Pray without ceasing. 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 
19 Quench not the Spirit. 
20 Despise not prophesyings. 
21 Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. 
22 Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
23 And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved 
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
24 Faithful is he that calls you, who also will do it. 

 

Having a relationship with God means more than merely believing in 
him. It goes much further than that. It means a commitment to follow 
him and accept his Lordship. That involves a life of self-denial and taking 
up a cross. Jesus said: “He that does not take up his cross, and follow 
after me, is not worthy of me” {Matthew 10:38}.    The fact is, a 
relationship with God has never been approved or accepted by the world. 
And it never will be.  

Philippians 2:13-15 
For God is working in you, giving you the desire to obey him and the power to do what 

pleases him. In everything you do, stay away from complaining and arguing, 
so that no one can speak a word of blame against you. You are to live clean, innocent 
lives as children of God in a dark world full of crooked and perverse people. Let your 

lives shine brightly before them. 
 

Paul was indicating that he was what he was by the grace of God and 
that though he had labored even more than anyone else, it was not him, 
but the grace of God in him that accomplished everything. He also 
indicated that instead of grumbling we should be thankful for God and 
His blessings on our life.  
And what is “grace’? It is God’s presence and influence in our life. 
 

His Presence… Exodus 33:11  

And the LORD Spoke unto Moses face to 
face, as a man speaks unto his friend. 

 

His Influence… John 14:21 
He that has my commandments, and keeps them, he it is that loves me:  
and he that loves me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 

 and will manifest myself to him. 
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The purpose of everything that exists is to bring glory to God, or as Paul 
puts it, “What Pleases Him.” However, that is contrary to man’s own 
sinful desires and plans.  We want our will to be done and we work hard 
to accomplish our own goals. How then does someone change from 
working for his own pleasure to working for God’s?  

 
God changes us from the inside out. He changes our heart 
from one determined to satisfy our own will to one that 
seeks to satisfy God’s will and work our own. As our 
attitude changes so will our work and its purpose. God 
begins this change in us through the Holy Ghost by 
increasing our desire for holiness. His call for us to be holy 
as He is holy becomes less of a chore and more of a true 
desire.  
 

Self discipline is needed as we strive for personal holiness much as a 
runner disciplines himself in training that he might run well and win. But 
as we grow in Christ that pursuit of personal holiness we forget what lies 
behind and reach forward to what lies ahead. Our change in will results in 
a change in purpose and even a joy in the work to fulfill the desire of 
God’s heart. It is this internal change that God works in us that is the 
basis for His promise… 
 

Psalms 37:4-5 
Delight yourself in the LORD; and he shall give you the desires of your heart. Commit 

your way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass. 
 

We will be increasingly molded by God into the same humility that was in 
Christ resulting in regarding others as more important than our self and 
looking out for the interests of others instead of just our own. In keeping 
with our belief that Jesus Christ is Lord we seek to obey Him regardless 
of anyone else around.  

We will practice the disciplines of godliness which includes personal Bible 
study, prayer, turning from evil to holiness, and service. This is our 
responsibility to cooperate with God as He molds us into the image of His 
son. Those who actively cooperate will grow rapidly in Christ and be 
greatly used by Him. They will strive to live holy lives and seek out God’s 
will through Bible study, prayer and Christian fellowship and are quick to 
find ways to serve Him. They will possess a thankful heart and cease 
from grumbling and complaining.  

We will not grow in Christ by sitting around watching TV, or by pursuing 
all our many personal hobbies, or by amassing much material wealth. 
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                There is nothing wrong with any of these unless they compete 
with what   we need to do to grow in Christ. How about making up a 
spiritual check list? 

 Do we spend daily time in reading and meditating on the 
written Word of God?  

 Do we spend daily time in moments of silence to 
fellowship with Jesus and listening to him?  

 Do we grumble less and praise God more? 

 Do we take time to recognize God’s wonderful miracles 
in our daily living and thank Him? 

     
Luke 11: 9-13 

9 And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and you shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you. 

10 For every one that asks shall receive; and he that seeks shall find;  
and to him that knocks it shall be opened. 

11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or 
if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? 

12 Or if he shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? 
13 If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 

more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? 
 

James 4:2-5 
2 […] Yet you do not have because you do not ask. 

3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss,  
that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world  

makes himself an enemy of God. 
5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain," The Spirit  

which dwells in us yearns to satisfy our world wants"? 
 

1 John 1:8-10 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness. 

10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar  
and his word has no place in our lives. 

 

Psalms 51:1-6 
1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving kindness: according unto the 

multitude of your tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 

4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in your sight: that you 
might be justified when you speak, and be clear when you judge. 

5 Behold, I was formed in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6 Behold, you desire truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part you shall  

make me to know wisdom. 
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Job 23:8-10 

8 "Look, I go forward, but He is not there, 
And backward, but I cannot perceive Him; 

9 When He works on the left hand, I cannot behold Him; 
When He turns to the right hand, I cannot see Him. 

10 But He knows the way that I take; 
When He has tested me, I shall come forth as gold. 

 



1 August 2010      Living and Dying                                  Page 11 of 11  


