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 God Wants to Speak to His People 
An intimate love relationship with God is the key to 
knowing God's voice when He speaks. We come to know His 
voice as we experience Him in a love relationship. As God 
speaks and we respond, we will come to the point that we 
will be able to recognize His voice more and more clearly. 
Some people try to bypass the love relationship. Some look 
for a miraculous sign or try to depend on a "formula" or a 
set of steps to “hear” God’s voice and discover His will. 
There is no substitute for an intimate relationship with God.                                                                    

                                                              John 8:47 
He that is of God hears God's words: you therefore do not 

 hear them because you are not of God. 
 

If anything is clear from a reading of the Bible, this fact is clear: God speaks to His 
people. He spoke to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden in Genesis. He spoke to 
Abraham and the other patriarchs. God spoke to the judges, kings, and prophets.  
     God was in Christ Jesus speaking to the disciples. God spoke to the early church, 
and God spoke to John on the Isle of Patmos in Revelation. God does speak to His 
people, and we can anticipate that He "will be speaking to us also. 
 

 

Years ago I spoke to a group of young pastors. When I finished the first session, a 
pastor took me aside and said, "I vowed to God I would never again listen to a man like 
you. You talk as though God is personal and real and talks to you. I just despise that." 
 

I asked him, "Are you having difficulty having God speak to you?"  
 

He and I took time to talk for awhile. Before long, we were on our knees. He was 
weeping and thanking God that God had spoken to him. 
                                                                                                          Henry Blackaby 

 

One critical point to understanding and experiencing God is knowing clearly when 
God is speaking. If the Christian does not know when God is speaking, he is in 
trouble at the heart of his Christian life!  

We will focus our attention on how God speaks by the Holy Spirit to reveal 
Himself, His purposes, and His ways. We will examine ways God speaks through the 
Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the church or other believers. Here are some verses 
of what the Bible says about God speaking to His people.     

Hebrews 1:1-3 
God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spoke in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, 

whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds; 
Who is the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person,      

John 14:26 
But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 

whatsoever I have said unto you. 
 
 

GOD  DESIRES  THAT  EVERY  CHILD  OF  HIS  
KNOWS AND  HEARS  HIS  VOICE. 
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                  God Spoke in the Old Testament   

In the Old Testament God spoke at many times in a variety of ways. He spoke thru: 
 

 Angels (Gen. 16) 
 
 

 Visions (Gen. 15) 
 

 Dreams (Gen. 28:10-19) 
 

 The Urim and Thummim (Exod. 28:30) 
 

 Symbolic Actions (Jer. 18:1-10) 
 

 A Gentle Whisper (1 Kings 19:12) 
 

 Miraculous Signs (Exod. 8:20-25) 
 

 Others 
 

That God spoke to people is far more important than how He spoke. When He 
spoke, the person knew God was speaking; and he knew what God was saying. There 
are four important factors each time God spoke in the Old Testament.  

 

1. When God spoke, it was unique to that individual. God wants our experience 
with Him, and His voice, to be personal to us. He "wants us to look to Him in a 
relationship rather than depend on some method or technique. The key is not 
how God speaks, but that He speaks. He wants to speak to His people today,. 

 

2. When God spoke, the person was sure God was speaking. Because God spoke 
to Moses in a unique way, Moses had to be certain it was God. The Scripture 
testifies that Moses had no question that his encounter was with God, the "I 
AM WHO I AM". He trusted God, obeyed Him, and experienced God responding 
just as He said He would. Could Moses logically prove to someone else that he 
had heard from God through a burning bush? No, all Moses could do was 
testify to his encounter with God.        

3. When God spoke, the person knew what God said. Moses knew what God was 
telling him to do. He knew how God wanted to work through him. He knew 
exactly what God was expecting. This was true for Moses; and it was true for 
Noah, Abraham, Joseph, David, Daniel, and others. God did not use riddles. He 
made His message clear. 

 

4. When God spoke, that was the encounter with Him. When God reveals truth to 
us, by whatever means, that is an encounter with God. That is an experience of 
His presence and work in our life.  

 

This pattern of God's speaking is found throughout the Old Testament. The method 
He used to speak differed from person to person. What is important is: 
 

 God uniquely spoke to His people. 
 

 They knew it was God. 
 

 They knew what He said. 
 

                    God Speaks in the Gospels 
In the Gospels God speaks through His Son, Jesus. The Gospel of John begins: "In 
the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us". When Jesus spoke, the Father 
was speaking through Him. When Jesus did a miracle, the Father was 
doing His work through Jesus. When the disciples heard Jesus, they 
heard God.  
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         God Speaks in Acts to the Present 
When we move from the Gospels to Acts and to the present, we quite often change 
our whole mind-set. We live as if God quit speaking personally to His people. We fail 
to realize that an encounter with the Holy Ghost is an encounter with God. God 
clearly spoke to His people in Acts. He clearly speaks to us today. From Acts to the 
present, God has been speaking to His people by the Holy Ghost. The Holy Ghost 
takes up residence in the life of a believer 

          1 Corinthians 3:16-17 
Know ye not that you are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of 

God dwells in you? If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God 
destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 

 

                    1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost 
which is in you, which you have of God, and you are not your own? 

For you are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, 
 and in your spirit, which are God's. 

 

Because He is always present in a believer, He can speak to us clearly at any time 
and in any way He chooses. God speaks through the Holy Ghost, Who will… 
 

 Teach us all things 

 Call to our memory the things Jesus said 

 Guide us into all truth 

 Speak what He hears from the Father 

 Tell us what is yet to come 

 Glorify Jesus as He reveals Him to us. 

        How do We Know when God is Speaking 
God has not changed. He still speaks to His people. If we have trouble hearing God 
then we are in trouble at the very heart of our Christian experience. We can not 
understand the truth of God unless the Holy Ghost reveals it. When He teaches us 
the Word of God, we need to sit before Him, respond to Him, and watch what He is 
doing around us in our circumstances.  
     God speaks by the Holy Ghost through the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and the 
church to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His "ways”. When God spoke to an 
individual in the Bible, the person had no doubt that it "was God; and he knew what 
God "was saying. When God speaks to us, we will be able to know He is the One 
speaking; and will know clearly what He is saying.      

John 10:2-5 
But he that enters in by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To 
him the porter opens; and the sheep hear his voice: and he calls 

his own sheep by name,  and leads them out. 
And when he puts forth his own sheep, he goes before them, and 

the sheep follow him: for they know his voice. 
And a stranger will they not follow, but will flee from him: for they 

know not the voice of strangers. 
 

The key to knowing God's voice is not a formula. It is not a method we can follow. 
Knowing God's voice comes from an intimate love relationship with God. That is 
why those who do not have the relationship do not hear what God is saying.  
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                The Key to Knowing God’s Voice 
Not a Miraculous Sign...When the scribes and Pharisees asked Jesus for a mir-
aculous sign, Jesus condemned them as "an evil and adulterous generation". They 
were so self-centered and sinful that they could not even recognize that God was 
there in their midst. We must not be like that adulterous generation by seeking for 
miraculous signs. 
 

Not a Formula...A "correct formula" is not the way to 
hear God's voice either. Moses heard God speak through 
the burning bush. If Moses had been around today, he 
would have been tempted to write a book about “How to 
Know God's Voice in Burning Bushes.” 
    How many other burning bushes like Moses experienced 
were there? None. God does not want us to become an 
expert at using a formula. He wants an intimate love 
relationship with us. He wants us to depend on Him alone.  
 

Not a “name-it-and-claim-it” Method...Some people have a tendency to 
open their Bible, pick out a verse that they want to use, and claim that they have a 
word from God for their circumstance. This is a very self-centered) approach. One 
may ask, "Can't I get a word from God from the Bible?" Yes, but only the Holy Ghost 
can reveal to which truth of Scripture is a “Rehma” word from God in a particular 
circumstance. Only God can reveal His Rehma word for a personal circumstance. 
     We also need to be very careful about claiming to have a word from God. 
Claiming to have a word from God is serious business. If we have been given a word 
from God, we must continue in that direction until it comes to pass (even twenty-
five years, like Abram). In the Old Testament the penalty for a false prophet was 
death. That certainly is a serious charge. We must not take a word from God lightly.      

Deuteronomy 18:21-22 
And if you say in your heart, How shall we know the word which the LORD has 

not spoken? When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing follow 
not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken, but the 

prophet has spoken it presumptuously: dot not be afraid of him. 
 

Not an Open or Closed Door… Some people try to hear God's voice and know 
His will only through circumstances, saying something like “"Lord, I will proceed in 
this direction. Close the door if it is not your will." This is not seen anywhere in 
Scripture. God does use circumstances to speak to us but we will be led astray if we 
use this as the only means of determining God's directions. 
      The Word of God is our guide. The pattern seen in Scripture is that God always 
gives a direction on the front end. He may not reveal all we want to know at the 
beginning, but He will tell us what we need to know to take the first step. If we start 
"doing" before we have direction from God, we may pursue a wrong direction and 
have to make a course correction – which may prove to be painful. 
     We cannot allow our self to be guided by experience, tradition, a method, or a for-
mula. If we want to know the will and voice of God, we must spend the time and 
effort to cultivate a close and intimate relationship with Him. God loves us and wants 
to have an intimate relationship with us and depend only on Him. He wants us to 
learn how to hear and recognize His voice so that we will know and carry out His will. 
Our relationship to Him is the key to hearing God. 
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                            Encountering God 
When God spoke to Moses and others in the Old Testament, 
those events were encounters with God. An encounter with 
Jesus was an encounter with God for the disciples. Now that 
the Holy Ghost is given, He is the One who will guide us into 
all truth and He becomes our encounter with God. 
    We cannot understand the Word of God unless the Spirit of 
God teaches us. When we come to the Word of God, the 
Author Himself is present to instruct us. We never discover 
truth because truth must be revealed. When the Holy Ghost 
reveals truth that is the encounter with God! 

 

IMMEDIATELY RESPOND…When God spoke to Moses, what Moses did next 
was crucial. When Jesus spoke to the disciples, what they did next was crucial. When 
the Spirit of God speaks to us through His Word what we do next is crucial. The 
challenge will be to discern what we sense God is saying to us. If God speaks and we 
hear but do not respond, a time could come when we will not be able to hear His 
voice. Disobedience can lead to a “famine...of hearing the words of the LORD”  
 

Amos 8:11-12 
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will send a famine in the land, not a 

famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: 
And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall 

run to and fro to seek the word of the LORD, and shall not find it. 
 

When Samuel was a young boy, God began to speak to 
him. The Scriptures say, "Samuel grew, and the LORD 
was with him and did not let any of his words fall to the 
ground". We need to be like Samuel and not allow a 
single word from the Lord to fail. Then God will be able 
to fulfill through us everything He says. If we hear the 
Word of God and do not apply it to produce fruit even 
what we think we have will be taken away. We need to 
carefully listen to God!  

Matthew 25:29 
For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance: but from 

him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath. 

The moment God speaks to us is the very moment God wants us to respond – it is 
His timing. The timing of our response is crucial. When God speaks we need to 
believe Him, trust in Him and “move out in faith!”  God speaks when He has a 
purpose in mind for us to fulfill. We need to be so oriented to quick responses that 
we give Him the chance to develop our character. When God speaks, He has a pur-
pose in mind and we should respond immediately by adjusting our life to Him, His 
purposes, and His ways.  
 

GOD DEVELOPS OUR CHARACTER…  

How long was it from the time that He spoke to Abraham that Isaac, the child of 
promise, was born? Twenty-five years. Why did God wait twenty-five years? Because 
it took that long for “Abram” to become “Abraham” - a father suitable for Isaac. God 
took time to build Abram into a man of character. Abram had to begin to adjust his 
life to God's ways immediately. He could not wait until Isaac was born and then try 
to become the father God wanted him to be. 
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When God called Abram, He said, "I will bless you and make your name great", which 
meant: "I will develop your character to match your assignment." If we want to 
experience God working through our life, then we need to adjust our lifestyle to meet 
God in a close relationship where we follow Him wherever He leads—even if it seems 
to us that the assignment is small or insignificant. It is better to hear:  
 

Matthew 25:21 
His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast 

been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: 
enter thou into the joy of thy lord. 

 

If we are to be God-centered, we will have to adjust our circumstances to what God 
wants us to do. God has a right to interrupt our life. When we surrendered to Him as 
Lord, we gave Him the right to help Himself to our life anytime He wants. 
    If we are not willing to be faithful in a little assignment, God cannot give us a 
larger one. The smaller assignments of God are used by Him to develop character. 
God will always develop character to match His assignment. If God has a great 
assignment for us, He has to develop a great character to match that assignment 
before He can give the assignment.  
     When God gives direction, we are to accept it…understand it clearly… then give 
God all the time He needs to make us the kind of person that He can trust with that 
assignment.  We need to be “ready, willing, and available”. He has to take care of making 
us “able” to perform by character transformation. Consider the example of these two 
Bible characters: 
 

David... How long was it after Samuel) anointed David king that David mounted 
the throne? Maybe ten or twelve years. What was God doing in the meantime? He 
was building David's relationship with Him. One cannot bypass character 
 

Paul…How long was it after the Lord called the apostle 
Paul on the Damascus Road that Paul went on his first 
missionary journey? Maybe ten or eleven years. The focus is 
not on Paul; the focus is on God. God wanted to redeem a 
lost world, and He wanted to begin to redeem the Gentiles 
through Paul. God needed that much time to prepare Paul 
for the assignment. 
     Is it for our sake that God takes time to prepare us? No, 
not for us alone, but also for the sake of those He wants to 
reach through us. For their sake, we need to give our self to 
the kind of relationship with God we are discussing. Then, 
when He puts us in an assignment, He will achieve 
everything He wants in the lives of those we touch. 
 

God Gives Specific Directions… Our ways are not God's ways. Only God can 
give specific directions to accomplish His purposes in His ways. After God spoke to 
Noah about building an ark, Noah knew the size, the type of materials, and how to 
put it together.  
When God spoke to Moses about building the tabernacle, He was very specific about 
the details. When God became flesh in the Person of Jesus Christ, He gave specific 
directions to His disciples—where to go, what to do, how to respond. 
     If we do not have clear instructions from God, we need to “pray through” and 
wait upon Him. We need to have patience and depend on God's timing. We should 
not try to get on with the doing. God is more interested in His relationship with us 
than He is in what we can do for Him. Remember… 
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The “doin” is more important that the “getting” done 
 

The only way Satan can affect God's work through us is when we believe him and 
disbelieve God. Satan always will try to deceive us but he cannot ultimately thwart 
what God purposes to do. How can we prepare to know clearly a word from God? We 
need to get to know the ways of God so thoroughly that if something doesn't 
measure up to His ways, we will turn away from it. Just as Jesus steadfastly 
continued to do what His Father directed, so should we. Jesus knew clearly what His 
mission was and how the Father intended Him to accomplish it.  
 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police train men in counterfeiting 
work. They never let a trainee see a counterfeit bill. They 
know only one genuine type of a dollar bill exists. They so 
thoroughly study the genuine bill that anything that does 
not measure up to that is counterfeit. Mounties are not 
trained to study how many ways people counterfeit money, 
they just study the real thing. Any bills that do not measure 
up to that is a fake. 
 

                                  Summary 
God has always been speaking to His people. Today, He speaks by the Holy Ghost in 
the Bible, prayer, circumstances, and other believers who speak to us. We learn to 
know the voice of God through an intimate love relationship with Him. However God 
may choose to speak to we can be assured that He will be able to convince us that 
we have heard a word from Him. 
     Sadly, great numbers of Christians do not know God's voice {thoughts}. Some 
go for months, even years, without ever receiving an intimate word from the Lord 
in the inner man. They worship a God whom they never allow to speak with them. 
God wants to speak to His people personally and clearly. 
     God is setting apart a people who will be an example to the rest of the world. 
These “set-apart” ones will walk in total peace, for they trust in the Lord with “all 
their heart, and with all their soul, and with all their mind, and with all their 
strength” They will hear God speaking to their hearts,  
     Today we are invited to draw near to God, and to ask him for his guiding light. 
When Scripture says the Holy Ghost abides in us, it means that He knows the mind 
of the Father and will speak His thoughts to us: 
 

John 15: 15 
 Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant does not know what his lord is 

doing: but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard  
of my Father I have made known unto you. 

 
 

"Come to Me, all you who love the sound of My voice. Open 
the door, and enter your secret closet to be with Me. Come 
let us dine together. I want to talk with you, to lead you 

and guide you, and to give you My direction!" 
 

                    Revelation 3:20 
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 

voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me.
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God speaks only to those who, like Moses, come to Him. 
This means we have to spend quality time with the 
Lord daily and waiting upon Him to open our hearts 
fully to hear His voice. We should not be rushed in 
His presence and will believe that He wants and loves 
to speak with us both as a loving Father and as a 
friend in Jesus. He won't keep anything from us, 
and will never let us be deceived or confused. 

 

                                                   John 16:13 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: 
for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 

speak: and he will show you things to come.” 
        

The Holy Ghost is our guide and Teacher. He will guide us to apply God’s truth 
according to His will and will work to reveal Himself, His purposes, and His ways.  
When God speaks, He will do so with purpose. When He speaks it is God's timing to 
begin adjusting our life and our thinking to Him. He will be working in us to develop 
our character for the assignments He is preparing for us. We need to let God take all 
the time that He needs to prepare us. 
 

          Isaiah 30:21 
And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, This is the 

way, walk in it, when you turn to the right hand, and when 
you turn to the left.      

       Psalms 16:11 
You will show me the path of life: in your presence is fullness 
of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures for evermore 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Which way will we go? Will we tarry “In the Garden”. Will we have many good and 
meaningful two-way conversations with the Lord of our Lives  in order to receive and 
discuss directions needed in following Him?    
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In the Garden 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I come to the garden alone 
        While the dew is still on the roses 

        And the voice I hear falling on my ear 
        The Son of God discloses. 

 

He speaks, and the sound of His voice, 
      Is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

       And the melody that He gave to me 
       Within my heart is ringing. 

 

Refrain 
And He walks with me, 
And He talks with me, 

And He tells me I am His own; 
And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 
 
 


