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Disease, Sickness, and Power 
Scriptures separate physical diseases from spiritual sickness but recognizes that a 
spiritual sicknesses can cause physical diseases, e.g., bitterness has caused ulcers  
and hatred, cancer. The biblical word to bring one to spiritual wholeness is “healing” 
and to bring one to physical wholeness is “curing”. In the event that a spiritual sick-
ness was the cause for the physical disease, the bible uses the word “healing” to bring 
about both physical and spiritual wholeness at the same time. 

 

                                                            Luke 9:1-2 
“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power 

and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 
And he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.” 

 

We must recognize that there are two domains in which we live….the 
kingdom of the world or Mammon with Satan as master and the Kingdom 
of Heaven with Jesus as Master. We are part carnal and part spirit. The 
bridge is our soul. Our carnal being is constantly at war with our spirit 
being over control of the soul…. 

 

                                                       Galatians 5:17 
“For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:  

and these are contrary the one to the other: so that  
you cannot do the things that you would. 

  

Our carnal being was cursed {separated from its life} by God in the Garden of Eden.… 
 

 Genesis 3:17, 19 
“…cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shall you eat of it all the days of your 
life; In the sweat of your face shall you eat bread, till you return unto th eground; for 

out of it were you taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust thou shall return,” 

Diseases…What is disease? It is a breakdown of the physical body. Disease is 
virulent and continually damages the body both in appearance and function. 
Why does it seem that sometimes God doesn’t appear to hear our petitions or answer 
our prayers when it comes to curing physical diseases? The 
answer lies in the separation of the two kingdoms and the 
power and authority given to us by God to exercise in each of 
the kingdoms.  
     Since disease is entirely in the domain of the king-dom of 
the world, then curing cannot be claimed. It can only occur 
when God decides to personally intervene in Satan’s domain.  
     Remember our flesh was cursed in the Garden of Eden when 
Grandpa Adam turned over stewardship of God’s creation to 
Satan. “dust thou art and unto dust thou shalt return.”  
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     Why doesn’t God intervene every time we ask Him? We don’t know the answer to 
that question. We must remember that God knows what our “expected end” is to be. 
{Jeremiah 29} He asks us to trust Him and have confidence in His decisions without 
question-ing or judging Him. He wants us to rest in Him and walk in faith believing.     

Jeremiah 17:7 
But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidence is in him. 

 

So then how are we to pray? First we must remember that only God knows what should 
be done; why it should be done; and when it should be done 
     Therefore we need to pray through [remember, prayer  
is talking to God from our heart-face-to-face like Moses] in 
order to seek  out God’s plan for each situation we are to 
face in the world with regard to devils and disease and 
what He may want us to do in carrying out that plan. 
     In this way, we acknowledge and submit to His will and 
become a part of His loving plan and will not be working 
against Him. The only thing that remains is to exercise the faith that He gives us when 
we accept any assignment He gives, believe His word, and ignore any circumstances 
the world or Satan throws at us. 

 

                 Mark 11:22-24   
And Jesus answering said unto them, Have faith in God. 

For verily I say unto you, That whosoever shall 
 say unto this mountain, 

Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not 
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those things which he 

says shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever he says. 
Therefore I say unto you, What things so ever you desire, when 

you pray, believe that you receive them, and you shall have them. 
 

When dealing with the world there is both disease and devils with which to contend.  
 

Luke 9:1,2 
Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power 

 and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. 
 

God’s plan will encompass one of the following: 
 

1. Give you authority to cure the disease 
2. Give you authority to heal the underlying sickness and then cure the disease 
3. Give you authority to heal the underlying sickness but not the disease 
4. Ask you to impart his grace and peace so that the person can persevere 
5. Ask you to prepare the person to enter eternity 

 

If the direction is to cure the disease outright, then the process will be to cure the disease 
 – this is always instantaneous – and either restore the body to its original state before 
the damage took place or repair the body to perform its original function.  
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Now, let us deal with the situation when the direction is NOT to cure the disease. This 
is always a tough assignment. It is about “trust” and “love”... trusting the Lord and 
accepting his love. The mission is either to minister grace to the hearer for them to 
persevere  through or to prepare and help the hearer to enter eternity.  

 

Devils…What about devils? First we must understand the king-
dom of Satan. It is made up of fallen angels like him {devils} and 
the spirits of those who are damned for all eternity {evil spirits}. 
There are three aspects to Satan’s power… 

 Oppression…external force on the body 
 Obsession…internal force within the brain 
 Possession…entering into the soul and taking authority 

 

Everyone – both saved and unsaved – are subject to the forces of oppression. We 
may not receive the authority to stop oppression, but to the believer, there is no fear… 
 

2 Timothy 1:7 
For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power,  

and of love, and of a sound mind. 
 

Although the believer is subject to obsession, it can only be in the nature of temptation 
whereby thoughts are placed in your mind to induce you to sin…. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 
There has no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, 

 who will not suffer you to be tempted above that which you are able; 
 but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, 

 that you may be able to bear it. 
 

The believer can NEVER be possessed, since the strongman within our soul is Jesus 
and no devil - not even Satan himself - can bind him … 
 

Hebrews 2:8 
You [God the Father] have put all things in subjection under his feet. 

For in that he put all in subjection under him, 
he left nothing that is not put under him. 

With regard to obsession and possession of someone else, we must first receive power 
and authority to proceed…remember the sons of Sceva? 

Acts 19:13 
Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists, took upon them to call over them  

which had evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you  
by Jesus whom Paul preaches. 

And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of the priests, which did so. 
And the evil spirit answered and said, Jesus I know, and Paul I know;  

but who are you? 
And the man in whom the evil spirit was leaped on them, and overcame them, and 

prevailed against them, so that they fled out of that house naked and wounded.
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The first thing to remember, no one can cast out a devil if the person 
refuses to repent. If we do receive power and the authority to exercise 
that power, we need to follow Jesus’ directions exactly. Never tackle 
a case alone, always have a spirit filled companion who can pray 
while you minister. Remember, only a devil can possess the soul. 

Sickness… What is sickness? It is a breakdown of the spirit. Sickness 
{sin} while it is virulent continually enslaves the spirit and condemns it to an eternal 
death. We have a commission to do the works of Jesus… preach the kingdom of God, 
and to heal the sick and whatsoever we ask in His Name it will be done. But what is 
His name? It is Christ which is interpreted “Messiah”. 

 

Luke 4:18-19 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel to 

the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

 

The first requirement is that the “Spirit of the Lord” needs to be upon us. The second 
requirement is to receive the “Anointing of the Holy Ghost”. Now one is now ready to  
 

 “Preach the gospel to the poor”…a spirit lacking eternal life       

1 John 5:16 
 If any man sees his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask,  

and he shall give him life 
 

 “Heal the brokenhearted” … a heart that is broken  
 

Isaiah 58:12 
And they that shall be of thee shall build the old waste places…and you shall be called, 

The repairer of the breach, The restorer of paths to dwell in. 
 

 “Preach {teach} deliverance to the captives” … those under bondage   
 

Galatians  5:1 
Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free,  

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage. 
  

 “Recovering of sight to the blind” … the spiritually blind  
 

Matthew 13:15 
For this people's heart is waxed gross, and their ears are dull of hearing, and their 

eyes they have closed; lest at any time they should see with their eyes, 
 and hear with their ears, and should understand with their heart, and should be 

converted,  and I should heal them. 
 “Set at liberty, them that are bruised” … to free those  in emotional bondage                    

 

Mathews 16:19 
And I will give unto you the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever you 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever you shall loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven. 

 


