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A Detailed Study of Past, Current, and Future 
Events as Revealed by God’s Word – Chapter 18 

     

Colossians 2:8 
                       Beware lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit,  
                after the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. 
 

 

Theologians have interpreted the bible according to their 
reason and common sense. Tradition has changed the 

meaning of scriptures to agree with experience. It is only 
through “a word of knowledge and a word of wisdom” 
from God that will enable one to understand the true 

meaning of the written word in Scripture.  
 

          

Critical Definitions 
“CITY”- {By metonymy or the use of one word for another to magnify the 
meaning of the intended word} stands for the inhabitants of a “polis” Greek 
for a large community of people, for example… 

Matthew 8:34 
And, behold, the whole city came out to meet Jesus: 

         

“HOUR” - a certain definite time or season - any definite time, point of 
time, or moment: in time, for example,,, 

Matthew 26:45 
Then he came to his disciples, and said unto them, Sleep on now, and take your 

rest: behold, the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed 
into the hands of sinners. 

 
 

We now turn our attention to Babylon…What is it? Where is it? Notice that 
“Babylon” is not referred to as a “city” but simply, “Babylon the Great”. This is 
not the Whore described in the preceding chapter, but rather refers to the 
“Mystery Babylon” written on her forehead indicating that before the Whore’s 
destruction, it “fornicated” with Babylon the Great.  
 

In this context, Babylon has a figurative meaning in the Greek and is 
indicative of “a type of tyranny”. The qualifying adjective, “great”, indicates 
that its power was felt universally over the multitude of the whole earth. With 
it came a Scriptural admonition… 
 

Luke 16:13 
No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 

God and mammon. 
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Babylon in the Old Testament was the allegorical 
reference to opulence and the controlling power of 
“wealth”. Mammon in the New Testament means 
exactly the same. Thus we see Scriptures joining 
both old and new testaments together. 
 

Revelation 18:1-24 – Mystery Babylon 
1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 
power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and 
a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. 

3 For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her fornication, and the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the 
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. 

4 And I heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, my people, 
that you be not partakers of her sins, and that you receive not of her plagues. 

5 For her sins have reached unto heaven, and God has remembered her iniquities. 
6 Reward her even as she rewarded you, and double unto her double according to 

her works: in the cup which she has filled fill to her double. 
7 How much she hath glorified herself, and lived deliciously, so much torment and 

sorrow give her: for she says in her heart, I sit a queen, and am no widow, and shall 
see no sorrow. 

 

1. [Verse 1 - I saw another angel etc…] Another angel is sent from heaven, 
having great power. He not only has light in himself to discern the truth of 
the prophecy he was directed to give, but also to inform and enlighten the 
world about the great event that was about to occur by his doing. 
 

2. [Verses 2, 3 - Babylon the great is fallen etc…] The use and context 
indicates a figurative entity as a type of tyranny as the actual ancient 
Babylon was to Israel when it finally conquered the Kingdom of Judah and 
burned the temple to utter destruction. This  is “Babylon” and not “Assyria” 
which destroyed the Kingdom of Israel with its ten tribes. 

 

Assyria was noted for its fierceness and cruelty but also 
for its Spartan like character. Babylon which conquered 
Assyria inherited its fierceness and cruelty but abandoned 
the Spartan like character and replaced it with extreme 
opulence. Witness the “Hanging Gardens “which became 
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world. 
 

The approach to the Garden sloped like a hillside and the several parts of the 
structure rose from one another tier on tier...each tier was thickly planted with 
trees of every kind that, by their great size and other charm, gave pleasure 
to the beholder...with water machines raising abundant water from the river, 
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The Babylonian empire under Nebuchadrezzar 
extended to the Egyptian border. It had a well-
functioning administrative system. Though he had to 
collect extremely high taxes in order to maintain his 
armies and carry out his building projects, 
Nebuchadrezzar made Babylonia one of the richest 
lands in western Asia--the more astonishing 
considering it had been rather poor when it was ruled 
by the Assyrians. Babylon was the largest city of the "civilized world." 
Nebuchadrezzar maintained the existing canal systems and built many 
additional canals, making the land even more fertile. Trade and commerce 
flourished during his reign. 
 

3. [Verses 4-7…come out of her my people, etc…] The reason for this is so 
they would not participate in the sins brought about by Mammon and that 
they might not be involved in the ruin that was about to come upon her… 
 

2 Corinthians 6:16-18 
16 And what agreement does the temple of God have with idols? for you are 
the temple of the living God; as God has said, I will dwell in them, and walk 

in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 
17 Wherefore come out from among them, and be separate , says the Lord, 

and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you, 
18 And will be a Father unto you, and you shall be my sons and daughters,. 

 

Any nation of people taking the mark of the beast and participating 
in the Antichrist’s mammon would be lending their sanction to its 
sins and become eternally condemned. This is a universal truth 
regarding iniquity, and hence it is the duty of those who would 
be righteous arise; go out from the world; and separate 
themselves from all of its evil in order to escape the 
punishment that is to come upon “unrighteous mammon”…  
 

Revelation 16:2 
And the first angel went, and poured out his vial upon the earth; and there 
fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the 

beast , and upon them which worshipped his image. 
 

Revelation 19:20 
And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 

miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the 
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were 

cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
 

 
 

 
After the angel proclaimed the judgment of Mystery {Mark of the Beast} 
Babylon, the other two parts of the world, knowing that they would gravely be 
affected, began to mourn and decry the righteous judgment of God… 
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Revelation 18:8-14 – The Fall of Babylon 
8 Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, death, and mourning, and famine; 

and she shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is the Lord God who judges her. 
9 And the kings of the earth, who have committed fornication and lived 

deliciously with her, shall bewail her, and lament for her, 
 when they shall see the smoke of her burning, 

10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city 
Babylon, that mighty city! for in one hour is your judgment come. 

11 And the merchants of the earth shall weep and mourn over her; for no man 
buys their merchandise any more: 

12 The merchandise of gold, and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls, and 
fine linen, and purple, and silk, and scarlet, and all your wood, and all manner 

vessels of ivory, and all manner vessels of most precious wood, 
and of brass, and iron, and marble, 

13 And cinnamon, and odors, and ointments, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, 
and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and chariots, and 

slaves, and souls of men. 
14 And the fruits that thy soul lusted after are departed from you, and all things 

which were dainty and goodly are departed from you, and you shall  
find them no more at all. 

 

Here is witnessed the magnitude of “unrighteous mammon” and its effect on 
human kind. A thousand years ago the average income of every person in 
the world was only $160 dollars. Today, the average income per person in 
the world is approximately $6,500. (By comparison, income per person in the 
United States is much higher with an average of $29,900). In the space of 
one millennium, the role of money has multiplied its influence in terms of the 
world’s daily human activities by a factor of 40 times. 
 

Money is also used for the trading of existent assets such as 
houses, stocks, mutual funds and anything else that’s tradable 
or buyable. Here, the role of money has boomed even more. 
For example, the United States has an annual volume of 
financial transactions supporting such activities that now amounts 
to eighty times its annual income. 
 

 

Today, 2 out of every 13 people in the American workforce is in a financial 
service industry of some kind. Despite the great advances of technology in 
automatic banking machines (ABMs), internet banking, e-trading, etc...there 
is a 10% greater share of workers occupied in some type of financial service 
job today than just 10 years ago! In fact, 1 out of every 6.5 people in 
America, makes a living  reconfiguring the financial wealth of others.  
 

This includes insurance, stock broking, banking, investment management, 
leasing, and many other financial industry specialties. Money has assumed 
an enormous place of domination to keep so many people busy. The same 
trend is evident in virtually every country. 
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Doesn’t it seem unimaginable that an inanimate object such as money which 
at one time served only as a medium of exchange, should become 
something so large and complex, requiring legions of people to manage the 
myriad arrangements of who owes it and who owns it?  
 

This phenomenon is evidence of just how invasive the monetary system has 
become. What it signifies is that there are many, many layers of financial 
relationships (obligations and payments) that need someone to manage.  
 

The result of all this is exhibited by the two-edged sword of Mammon - 
.GREED. The following examples show the false rationalization view 
{Cartoon} followed by the real-life DARK SIDE motivation.     

    

    “I’m worth it” 
“Opportunity is open in America and that 
means I can earn what my talents merit.”   
 

DARK SIDE = “People who make less 
than I do are worth less than I am.” 
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"I'm doing “ok” 
with my wealth" 
"I'm investing my resources, 
helping employ people and 
giving a lot to charity." 
 
  

DDAARRKK  SSIIDDEE = “I am my 
money. The more things I 
have and the more people 
who depend on me, the 
more righteous I am." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“I have need of 
these resources” 
”These are perilous times. 
Nobody else can look out for 
me and my family the way I 
can.” 
 

DARK SIDE = “No one else 
can help me. I’ve got to grab 
what I can now and hold on as 
tightly as I can.” 
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“I’m playing 
by the rules” 
“This is capitalism. If I 
don’t break the law, I’m 
allowed to make as 
much money as I can.” 
 

DARK SIDE = “I don’t care who 
I crush in the competition. It’s a 
dog-eat-dog world.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Who are the mourners?   
Those who had been gainers by her wealth and trade…the rulers, 
politicians, and merchants of the earth whom she had flattered into idolatry 
by allowing them to be arbitrary and tyrannical over their followers. These 
will mourn, because they no longer will be able to control others. 
 

What was the manner of their mourning? 
Even Mammon’s friends will stand at a distance from her fall. Though they 
had been partakers with her in her sins, and in her sinful pleasures and 
profits, they were not willing to share in her plagues. 
 

What was the cause of their mourning? 
They do not lament their fall into idolatry, and luxury, and persecution, but 
rather their fall into ruin and loss of their wealth and power. The spirit of 
antichrist is a worldly spirit, and its sorrow is a mere worldly sorrow. They 
will not lament for the anger of God, that will fall upon them, but for the loss 
of their outward comfort.  
 

Why should the holy apostles and prophets rejoice? 
An account of the joy and triumph there was both in heaven and earth at 
the irrecoverable fall of Mammon… while her own people were bewailing 
her, the servants of God were called to rejoice over her because the fall of 
Mammon was an act of God's righteous justice. 
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Standing “afar off” the other two parts of the world witness the execution of 
God’s final judgment upon the unrighteous mammon of Satan… 

 

Revelation 18:15-19 – Judgment Witnessed 
15 The merchants of these things, which were made rich by her, shall stand afar 

off for the fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, 
16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and 

scarlet, and decked with gold, and precious stones, and pearls! 
17 For in one hour so great riches is come to naught. And every shipmaster, 

and all the company in ships, and sailors, and as many as trade 
by sea, stood afar off, 

18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying,  
What city is like unto this great city! 

19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying,  
Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were made rich all that had ships in the sea  

by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate. 
 

Verses 15-19 deal with a “great city” from the Greek 
“megas polis” which is a metonymy meaning 
“great in degree and intensity” {megas} “for the 
inhabitants” {polis}. Putting it all together, the 
torment for the inhabitants of this city will be great 
and terrible. Inhabitants who formerly indulged in 
excess wealth of food, clothing, and shelter 
{mammon} now see their accumulation “burn up in 
smoke” and they themselves are made “desolate”.  
 

Some prophecy commentators hold the view that Babylon the Great is a 
physical place. But, in fact, Babylon the Great is never called a “city” in the 
Bible. In the Greek, the word combination “great city” is found only 10 times 
in the New Testament- six times for economic Babylon, three times for 
religious Babylon and once for the New Jerusalem. Each of its uses 
indicates an interpretation other than a physical city.  
 

 

The Greek of John’s time had no word for “system” as we 
understand the term today. In his time, a city was the 
closest thing there was to an organized economic entity. 
This concept is not found in the entire Bible. Babylon the 
Great is not a physical city but a system, in this case the 

economic trade and financial system dominated by 
Satan’s Kingdom of the Antichrist. 

 

The other two parts of the world with which they had an economic 
relationship can no longer “trade with them”.  
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The “one hour” refers to a single moment in time when the prophetic time 
line of two or more events come together. We use this expression today, for 
example to describe the outcome of a personal decision or the outcome of a 
nation…”the hour of destiny”. 
 

This is the Antichrist’s “hour of destiny” along with all those who allowed 
themselves to be branded with his mark. This is God’s judgment of 
unrighteous mammon… 
 

Revelation 18:20 -24 – Judgment Carried Out 
20 Rejoice over her, thou heaven, and you holy apostles and prophets;  

for God has avenged you on her. 
21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the 

sea, saying, Thus with violence shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and 
shall be found no more at all. 

22 And the voice of harpers, and musicians, and of pipers, and trumpeters, shall 
be heard no more at all in thee; and no craftsman, of whatsoever craft he be, shall 

be found any more in you; and the sound of a millstone 
 shall be heard no more at all in you; 

23 And the light of a candle shall shine no more at all in thee; and the voice of 
the bridegroom and of the bride shall be heard no more at all in you: for your 

merchants were the great men of the earth; for by your sorceries  
were all nations deceived. 

24 And in her was found the blood of prophets, and of saints, and of all  
that were slain upon the earth. 

 

As we close the chapter on God’s judgment {Verses 
20-24} of the Antichrist’s Mammon, Scripture indicates 
that a powerful angel “took up” from the Greek 
meaning “exercising power over” by the authority 
{stone} of the Most High and that this power would be 
exercised as a great millstone grinding Satan’s 
Mammon into powder and casting it back into 
condemned followers teeth as it were {sea}. 
 

Luke 20:17-18 
17 And he beheld them, and said, What is this then that is written, The stone 

which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner? 
18 Whosoever shall fall upon that stone shall be broken; but on whomsoever it 

shall fall, it will grind him to powder. 
 
 

 


