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A Detailed Study of Past, Current, and Future 
Events as Revealed by God’s Word – Chaps 11-12 

     

Revelation 11:1-2 - The Tribulation Temple 
1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angel stood, saying, Rise, 

and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein. 
2 But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not; for it 

is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread  
under foot forty and two months. 

 

The First Temple was the one that Solomon’s 
built. After it was destroyed by King 
Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus then allowed Zerub-
babel to rebuild the Second Temple and Ezra to 
dedicate it. Herod’s temple was his own 
elaborate and exorbitant modification of the 
Second temple built by Zerubbabel and Ezra.  
 

The Temple floor plan is pictured at the right: an 
outer hallway, a central open courtyard, and an 
inner holy of holies. There were two pillars 
{Jachin and Boaz} outside the front entrance 
and rooms for temple staff in an annex. 
 

King Herod the Great, who ruled from 37-4 BC, restored, enlarged, and 
beautified the second temple in order that he might gain favor with the 
Jews who hated him. Jesus’ disciples during their last visit to Jerusalem 
with Jesus, admired Herod’s recently renovated second temple. 
 

When Jesus was leaving the temple, his disciples came to him to call his 
attention to its buildings. "Yes," he said, "you may well look at all these. I tell 
you this: not a single stone here will be left in its place; every one of them 
will be thrown down." As He predicted, the second temple was razed to the 
ground. It was completely destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD and has 
never been rebuilt.  
 

1. And there was given me a reed like unto a rod,etc] The use of the words 
“reed like unto a rod” when coupled to the word “measure” imply an idiomatic 
Greek expression which means “take up your pen and write the time that the 
Children of Jacob will worship at the altar in their newly constructed temple”.  
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2. [But the court which is without the temple leave out, and measure it not;  
for it is given unto the Gentiles:etc  ] The Temple will be constructed in 
such a way that part of it will lie on desecrated land that will be controlled 
by the Gentiles for 3 ½ years…the time of the ministry of the two witnesses. 
 

 
 
 

We now need to turn our attention to where 
the temples were located in view of the 
extreme Israeli-Arab contention over the 
Temple Mount. They were all built in what was 
known as the OPHEL. Josephus said that 
there were in his time three hills that made up 
Jerusalem. The first hill was the Upper City 
located in the west. Josephus said the second 
hill of Jerusalem was what he called the Akra 

(or Citadel and it represented the Lower City). The third hill he said was 
"opposite" the Akra and lower in elevation. This was the mountain north of 
the Temple where the Dome of the Rock now exists. 
 

WHEN ONE LOOKS at the southeast ridge a third of a mile south of the 
present Dome of the Rock, there is no longer a major mountain called Zion 
with a subsidiary “hump” on the north called the Ophel. 
 

This southern region called the original Zion was designated the Akra in 
the period of the Hasmoneans or the Maccabees. We are told in the 
historical records that this Akra was destroyed. It was cut down to bedrock 
by the Maccabees.  
 

This is one of the main reasons that scholars 
have had trouble in discovering its whereabouts, 
especially since they think the Temple (which 
was always described as being alongside the 
Akra) is reckoned by them to have been situated 
where the Dome of the Rock now exists. The 
scholars, however, have been looking in the 
wrong place for the Akra.  
 

The early Temples were located a short distance north of the City of David, 
on a northern summit called the Ophel directly over the Gihon Spring. 
Between the City of David and the Ophel was the region called the “Millo” 
(the “Fill In”) which Josephus says was the site of the Akra (again, showing 
the nearness to the Temple on its south side next to the City of David). 
 

It was here that the Temples were built. At the base of the Ophel was the 
Gihon Spring that was located within the interiors of all the Temples. 
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 On the third hill to the north of the Temple 
was located the Baris (which was enlarged by 
Simon and his son John Hyrcanus and built 
even stronger by King Herod and renamed 
Fort Antonia in honor of Marc Anthony).  
   For accuracy’s sake, all the Temples were 
located on the “Ophel” prominence situated 
over and around the Gihon Spring.  

When the original Mount Zion was completely destroyed, it also removed 
the former Akra that was the main fortress that protected the Temple and 
helped to supervise the crowds that would come to Jerusalem for the 
festival periods. But the Temple still needed a fortress to protect it. That is 
when they noticed the area to the north of the Temple called the Baris. It 
was there that the Hasmonean began to build their fortress for the Temple. 
This was where the Dome of the Rock now stands. 

It was Simon and his immediate successors who started to build the walls 
around the area and these were the first walls that made up what we call 
the Haramesh-Sharif today. When Herod came on the scene, he even 
enlarged the Baris and changed its name to honor Mark Anthony. So, Fort 
Antonia came into existence north of the Temple. 

Fort Antonia was large and it 
was critically situated near the 
Temple. It became the central 
military headquarters that had 
the responsibility of protecting 
the whole of the City of 
Jerusalem as well as the 
Temple. Even the western 
towers (the “local fortresses”) at 
or near Herod’s palace in the 

Upper City that were linked together as a single fortress were reckoned to 
be defended by Fort Antonia. 
 

   Two foreigners, (one from Egypt about 300 years before Josephus, and 
one Roman who lived in the time of Josephus), felt it was essential to 
mention a cardinal feature of the Temple around which the whole structure 
was able to maintain its holiness and represent the very House of God on 
earth. That was the mention of a natural spring of water that was found 
within the precincts of the Temple to provide the needed water supplies 
(both ritualistically and for ordinary cleaning purposes) that any “House of 
God” would have to have in order to function as a suitable residence of 
God on earth or in heaven.  
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Aristeas, who came from Egypt to Jerusalem about 300 years before the 
time of Josephus, leaves us a report of what he saw with his own eyes. 
Notice that he makes a point of the fact that inside the Temple area “the 
water supply is inexhaustible since there is an abundant natural spring that 
gushes out from inside the Temple area.  

The Gihon Spring is situated just over 1000 feet 
south of the Dome of the Rock and it is even about 
600 feet south of the southern wall of the temple 
mount…which is the exact dimension of space 
required for the location of the Temple. 

Solomon (and later Herod) had to place the 
southeastern comer of the Temple walls at the very 
bottom of the Kedron Valley. There was an 
essential reason for this. It was the biblical 
requirement that the Temple have a natural spring 
positioned within its borders. There was only one spring in Jerusalem and 
that natural spring is called the Gihon located upslope from the extreme 
floor of the Kedron Valley on its western side.  

While the Temple had walls that were a perfect square of a stade on each 
side (600 feet), the Haram and its walls were (and are) quite diverse in their 
dimensions. The two structures are not identical. One was a square – the 
Temple and the other was a trapezium – the remains of Fort Antonia or what 
today is known as the “Temple Mount” 
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Revelation 11:3-12 - The Two Witnesses 
3 And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall prophesy a 

thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in sackcloth. 
4 These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before the 

God of the earth. 
5 And if any man will hurt them, fire will proceed out of their mouth, and devour 

their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must in this manner be killed. 
6 These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their prophecy: 

and have power over waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will. 

7 And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that ascends out 
of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome them, and 
kill them. 

8 And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually 
is called Sodom and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified. 

9 And they of the people and kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their 
dead bodies three days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put 
in graves. 

10 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and make merry, 
and shall send gifts one to another; because these two prophets tormented them 
that dwelt on the earth. 

11 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet; and great fear fell upon them which saw them. 

12 And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. 
And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them. 

 

A study of the Scriptures reveals that each of the 12 tribes of Israel had a 
special assignment in the history of God’s Kingdom along with a 
chosen leader…for example, the Tribe of Dan with Sampson…the 
Tribe of Levi with Aaron and Moses …the Tribe of Judah with 
David and Jesus…the Tribe of Benjamin with Paul…etc.  
 

The only two tribes that weren’t given an assignment as yet are the 
Tribes of Issachar and Zebulon. It should be remembered that each 
Tribe was prophesized over by Moses as to their future role in 
God’s Kingdom. Let us see what was prophesized over Issachar and 
Zebulon. 

Deuteronomy 33:18-19 
18 And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out;    

and, Issachar, in thy tents. [A] 
19 They shall call the people unto the mountain; [B] there they shall offer sacrifices 

of righteousness: [C]  for they shall suck of the abundance of the seas, [D] 

and of treasures[E]  hid in the sand. 
 

Issachar and Zebulun are the only two tribes that Moses grouped together in 
a single prophecy.  
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[A] “Going and coming” in this context means a leader…thus a King Saint. 
Dwelling in a tent in this context refers to the “tent" outside the camp where 
Moses met with God…thus a Prophet Saint. 
 

Thus we have a King Saint from the Tribe of Zebulon and a Prophet Saint 
from the Tribe of Issachar that are encouraged to rejoice and come together 
to lead the chosen of God to His holy mountain. This describes the mission 
of the two witnesses who will speak for God to Israel for 1260 days or 3½ 
years. The time expressed here is the normal count of days.  
 

[B] Since "mountains" were associated with deity, God 
chose to make great revelations on "mountains," to 
impress the recipients with the solemnity and authority 
of the message and they also carried significance as 
sacred areas. 
 

[C]Thus these two will call the people chosen by God to His holy 
mountain…Mount Zion to hear the solemn word of the Lord that they may 
offer sacrifices of righteousness. It is then that the prophecy of Jesus shall 
be fulfilled… 

Luke 13:35 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye 
shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that 

comes in the name of the Lord. 
 

[D]The Hebrew word used for “abundance” is the only occurrence in the 
Old Testament and comes from an unused root meaning “to abound”. 
When used with the Hebrew word for “seas”…which here means “to roar 
as a sea breaking in a noisy surf. Thus it gives the meaning of “a loud 
clear message {abounding} from the Kingdom of God {mountain}. David 
put it clearly when he said… 

Psalms 51:2-4 
2 Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3 For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
4 Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: 

that thou might be justified when you speak, and be clear 
 when you judge. 

 

[E] The word used for “treasure” is “also the only time it is 
used in the Old Testament and comes from a primitive 
root meaning “to conceal something as a valuable 
treasure.  
 

The hidden treasure is the good news that Jesus or Jeshua is the promised 
Messiah {treasures hid in the sand} and He is coming to fulfill His Father’s 
promise to Abraham. He will deliver them {abundance in the seas} from 
Satan and his Antichrist. They have only to recognize him and shout… 
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“Blessed is he that cometh in the 
name of the Lord” 

 

1. [And I will give power unto my two witnesses] - Under the law, two 
witnesses were required, and were enough, to establish any fact and be 
preserved from apostasy as they testify against the prevailing 
abominations, errors, and corruptions and to bear a faithful witness against 
the wickedness of Satan’s world.  
 

The word rendered "witnesses" – “marturi” - is that 
from which we derive the word "martyr." It means one 
who bears testimony in a judicial sense to testify to 
the truth of what he has seen and known. It is also 

employed in the sense in which the word "martyr" is 
used, to denote one who, amidst great sufferings or 

by his death, bears witness to the truth.  
 

2. [Clothed in sackcloth] Sackcloth –a coarse black cloth commonly made 
of hair, used for sacks, for straining, and for mourning garments. Here it is 
an emblem of mourning; and the idea is, that although they will experience 
the joy of the Lord in announcing the good news, they will prophesy in the 
midst of mourning for the “poor in spirit”.  

 

Isaiah 66:10 
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and be glad with her, all you that love her: 

rejoice for joy with her, all you that mourn for her:   

3. [These are the two olive trees, and the two candlesticks standing before 
the God of the earth] The meaning is given in Zechariah.  
 

            Zechariah 4:2-3:11-14 
2 And said unto me, What do you see? And I said, I have looked, and 
behold a candlestick all of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his 

seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven lamps,  
which are upon the top thereof: 

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right side of the bowl, and the 
other upon the left side thereof. 

11 Then answered I, and said unto him, What are these two olive trees 
upon the right side of the candlestick and upon the left side thereof? 

12 And I answered again, and said unto him, What be these two olive branches 
which through the two golden pipes empty 

 the golden oil out of themselves? 
13 And he answered me and said, Do you not Know what these be?  

And I said, No, my lord. 
14 Then said he, These are the two anointed ones, that stand  

by the LORD of the whole earth. 
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The olive trees in the vision of the prophet are connected with the ever-
burning lamp of golden pipes; and as the olive-tree produced the oil used by 
the ancients in their lamps, these trees are furnishing a constant supply of oil 
through the golden pipes to the candlestick, an emblem of the supply of the 
Holy Ghost {Shekinah Glory}… 
 

Zechariah continues…"These be the two anointed 
ones, that stand by the Lord of the whole earth" 
meaning they stood in the very presence of God in the 
tabernacle and temple. The two witnesses will minister 
constantly in his presence, and under his eye. 
 

4. [And if any man will hurt them, fire will proceed out of 
their mouth, etc] There will be those who are disposed 
to injure or wrong them thru persecution. Thus if any 
man wills or purposes to injure them" they will suffer 
the same fate that they intended for the two witnesses. 
 

The word used for “fire” here means use of the tongue, as governed by a 
"fiery" disposition and as exercising a destructive influence over others. 
Thus these two witnesses will have the power of destroying their enemies 
as if fire should proceed out of their mouth; that is, their words would be 
like burning coals or flames.  
 

5. [These have power over waters to turn them to blood:etc] The waters 
refer to the flow of the spirit which proceeds out of the soul…thus such a 
spirit is condemned. This is signified by the “waters turning into blood”.  

 

John 3:18-20 
18 He that believes on him is not condemned: but he that does not believe is 

condemned already, because he has not believed in the name  
of the only begotten Son of God. 

19 And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

20 For every one that does evil hates the light, neither comes to the light,  
lest his deeds should be reproved. 

 

6. [And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast that 
ascendes out of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall 
overcome them, and kill them] After the two witnesses have completed their 
3½ year mission to the Jews in fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham, 
Satan will overcome them by force through the Antichrist and kill them. .  
 

7. [And their dead bodies shall lie in the street etc.] To leave a body unburied 
is to treat it with contempt, and among the ancients nothing was regarded as 
more dishonorable than such treatment. Among the Jews also it was 
regarded as a special indignity to leave the dead unburied, and hence they 
are deeply solicitous to secure the interment of their dead.  
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8. [“Which spiritually is called” Sodom and Egypt] The city is so called to 
designate its character and not its literal name. Sodom was distinguished 
for its wickedness, and especially for that vice to which its abominations 
have given name. Egypt is known in the Scriptures as the land of 
oppression where the Israelites were held in cruel bondage.  
 

Thus the "city" referred to here is the seat of Satan’s Antichrist government. 
Further identification is given by the phrase, “where also our Lord was 
crucified”. We now know the city and the manner of death for the two 
witnesses…they will be crucified in Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified. 
 

       

The Roman statesman Cicero called 
crucifixion “the most cruel and disgusting 
penalty. The Jewish historian Josephus called 
it “the most wretched of deaths.” The Roman 
jurist Julius Paulus listed crucifixion as the 
worst of all capital punishments, ahead of 
death by burning, beheading, or by wild 
beasts. Seneca gives one of the most unique 

descriptions of a crucifixion in non-Biblical literature: 
 

“Can anyone be found who would prefer wasting away in pain dying limb by 
limb, or letting out his life drop by drop, rather than expiring once for all? Can 
any man by found willing to be fastened to the accursed tree, long sickly, 
already deformed, swelling with ugly wounds on shoulders and chest, and 
drawing the breath of life amid long drawn-out agony? He would have many 
excuses for dying even before mounting the cross (Dialogue 3:2.2).” 

 

How common was crucifixion in the ancient world? Herodotus tells us that 
King Darius had 3000 Babylonians crucified in about 519 B.C. Two 
centuries later, Alexander the Great also used crucifixion in his conquests 
and  had 2000 citizens of Tyre crucified after conquering  that city.  
  

The Romans conquered the Greeks and from them 
learned crucifixion. They crucified slaves so routinely 
that crucifixion become known as the “slaves’ 
punishment” When the slave rebellion of Spartacus 
was crushed, the Roman general Crassus had six 
thousand of them crucified along a stretch of the 
Appian Way, the main road leading into Rome.  
 

Josephus tells us that when the Romans were besieging Jerusalem in 70 
A.D. the Roman general Titus crucified five hundred or more Jews a day. In 
fact, so many Jews were crucified outside of the walls that “there was not 
enough room for the crosses and not enough crosses for the bodies”.  
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How was crucifixion actually carried out?  
 

First came the flogging or scourging. This was done through the use of a 
short whip that had several leather thongs of different lengths. Tied   to these 
leather thongs were small iron balls or sharp pieces of sheep bones. The 
victim was stripped of his clothing and his hands were tied above him to   a 
post. The back, legs and buttocks would then be flogged until the person 
collapsed. With the back and legs thus torn open there would be extensive 
blood loss. This blood loss from the flogging often determined how long it 
took the crucified person to die on the cross…some died from the flogging.  

 

Next the condemned man was made to 
carry his own cross to the place of 
crucifixion outside the city walls. This was 
not the whole cross which weighed well over 
300 pounds. The condemned man typically 
carried the crossbeam across his shoulders 

that had just been ripped open by the flogging. This crossbeam  weighed 
from 75-125 pounds. A sign which told what the condemned man was guilty 
of was put around the man’s neck. Later this sign would be attached to the 
top of the cross.  
 

When the victim reached the place of execution, by law, he was given a drink 
of wine mixed with myrrh (gall). This was intended to be a mild narcotic to 
deaden the pain. The criminal was then stripped naked and thrown down on 
his back with his arms outstretched along the crossbeam. The hands then 
would be tied and nailed to the crossbeam. Then the victim, would be 
hoisted up so that the crossbeam was attached to the upright beam.  
Finally the feet were nailed, one on top of the other, to the upright beam with 
another iron spike. Jutting out from the upright beam was a small block 
which the crucified would straddle in order to absorb some of his body weight  

 

An archeological breakthrough occurred in June, 
1968 when remains of a first century AD crucified 
man were found in an ancient burial chamber in the 
northern portion of Jerusalem. The name of the man 
was scratched onto the ossuary…Jehohanan ben 
Hagqol. The nail driven through his feet was still in 
place in the feet. It was about 7 inches long and 
made of iron. Chemical examination of this nail 
revealed that the cross which the nail had been 

driven into had been made out of olive wood. Further evidence revealed that 
the nails had been driven, not through his palms, but through his wrists.  On 
the cross every breath would be an agonizing affair and finally in 
combination with exhaustion would lead to asphyxia. This also explains why 
the legs of the crucified were often broken.  
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9. [And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God entered into 
them, etc] Those who had put them to death will be greatly troubled by the 
resurrection of these "witnesses" that they silenced by putting them to 
death. The fact that they are arisen from death to life again will fill them with 
consternation, for they will see in this fact a reason to expect divine 
vengeance and judgment to come upon them. 
     

Romans 12:19 
[…] for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. 

 

10. [And they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up 
hither. And they ascended up to heaven in a cloud].These witnesses, after 
being persecuted and slain with their unburied bodies exposed to the public 
scorn; are restored to life by God who calls them up to heaven in a cloud of 
witnesses in full view of those who persecuted them to death. This cloud 
that surrounds them are the 144,000 transfigured saints who have all now 
received their resurrected bodies. 
 

Revelation 11:13-19 - The Seventh Angel  
13 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth part of the 

city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men seven thousand: and the remnant 
were affrighted, and gave glory to the God of heaven. 

14 The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe comes quickly. 
15 And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying, 

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, 
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 

16 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their seats, fell upon 
their faces, and worshipped God, 

17 Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which are, and was, and 
are to come; because you have taken to thee thy great power, and have reigned. 

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, 
that they should be judged, and that you should give reward unto thy servants  
the prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; 

and should destroy them which destroy the earth. 
19 And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his 

temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings, and voices, and 
thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail. 

 

1. [And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the 
tenth part of the city fell, etc] The remnant now await the judgment 
of God that will be announced by the seventh and last 
angel…the third woe which begins with a mighty earthquake 
that rocks Jerusalem and slays many. Final Judgment begins 
with the Seventh Angel sounding this last of the trumpets’  
 

2. [And there were great voices in heaven] The period so long anticipated and 
desired when God should reign on the earth has arrived laying the foundation 
for joy and thanksgiving in heaven. 
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3. [The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of 
his Christ etc] All the kingdoms of the earth are now brought under the 
scepter of Christ, whose kingdom shall never end. All idolatry shall come to 
an end. There will be rejoicing in heaven by all who worship Jesus as Lord 
over all the  earth in fulfillment of God’s promises as spoken by His prophets. 

 

4. [And the nations were angry etc] This anger was shown by their intense 
opposition to Jesus by persecuting his people - by slaying his witnesses - 
by all the attempts which they had made to destroy his authority on earth. 

 

5. [And the time of the dead, that they should be judged] All those who 
have made a covenant with death, and an agreement with hell, shall then 
be condemned and cast into the lake of fire. 
 

6. [And that you should give reward unto thy servants, the prophets, and to 
the saints,etc] In the final winding-up of human affairs, God will bestow the 
long-promised reward on those who have been his true friends. The wicked 
that annoyed and persecuted them will annoy and persecute them no more; 
and the righteous will be publicly acknowledged as the friends of God.  
 

Revelation Chapter 12 - The Rapture Church 
1 And there appeared a great wonder in heaven; a woman clothed with the sun, 

and the moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown of twelve stars: 
2 And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered. 

4 […] and the dragon stood before the woman which was ready  
to be delivered, for to devour her child as soon as it was born. 

5 And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod of 
iron: and her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne. 

 

1. [A woman clothed with the sun] The woman here represents the 
true church of Christ. That the Christian church is meant will 
appear also from her being clothed with the sun, a striking emblem 
of the Tri-une Godhead. The Sun possesses three elements…pure 
radiant energy {God the Father – source of all life}; brilliant light - 
{God the Son – the true light which lights every man that comes 
that comes into the world}, and unseen but readily felt the heat 
{the Holy Ghost – the anointing power of God. 
 

2.  [The moon under her feet.] The moon derives all its illumination from the 
sun. This is a symbol of the incarnation of Jehovah, the Son of God into the 
human Jesus, the Christ. The Woman’s feet {which determines the 
direction that the Church will take} is firmly planted on Jesus, the Christ. 

 

Matthew 16:18 
And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 

my church ; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 
 

3. [A crown of twelve stars.] The Greek word “aster” or “star” is used and 
means a “messenger” of God {an Angel, an Apostle, or a Prophet}.  
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Here we see a beautiful merging of the 12 Apostles and the 12 Tribes of 
Israel… both were sent as messengers to the world to announce the presence 
of God and His message of eternal salvation. Israel ultimately failed in its 
mission and were replaced by the Church of Jesus. 
 

4. [And she being with child cried, travailing in birth, and pained to be 
delivered.] Here we see the Church travailing during the great tribulation  
period of the AntiChrist and are waiting to be “caught up” by Jesus… 

 

                                                  Luke 21:36 
Watch  therefore, and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to escape all 
           these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man. 

 

6. [And she brought forth a man child, who was to rule all nations with a rod 
of iron] The Greek word for “man child” is “arrhen huios” which means a 
“grown or mature son” and is used of one who depends on another or is his 
follower. Thus, the man child is a follower of Jesus and will rule all nations 
with a rod of iron with the authority of the Son of God {Morning Star} 
 

Revelation 2:26-27 
26 And he that overcomes, and keeps my works unto the end, to him will 

I give power over the nations: 
27 And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a potter shall 

they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. 
 

7. [Her child was caught up unto God, and to his throne] The Greek word 
for “caught up” is “harpazoo” meaning to snatch out or away; to rescue from 
the danger of destruction; transferring a person marvelously and swiftly 
from one place to another by divine power. 
 

Revelation Chapter 12 – Satan, the Dragon 
3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, 

having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 
     4 And his tail drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: 

7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought against the dragon; 
and the dragon fought and his angels, 

8 And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 
9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceives the whole world: he was cast out into the earth,  

and his angels were cast out with him. 
10 And I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, Now is come salvation, and 

strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of his Christ: for the accuser 
of our brethren is cast down, which accused them before our God day and night. 

11 And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their 
testimony; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 

12 Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the 
earth and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath,  

because he knows that he has but a short time. 
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1. [And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and 
behold a great red dragon,etc]  As the Serpent in Genesis 
was the vehicle used by Satan to tempt Eve so now the 
dragon, the kingdom of the Antichrist, will be the vehicle of 
Satan’s last stand which he will use to terrorize the Earth 
in the 2nd half of God’s Judgment period.  
 

The seven heads refer to seven nations that are living in ten countries 
which are represented by the ten horns. The ten crowns are governments 
and its leaders of the ten countries which comprise the whole of the 
kingdom of Satan’s AntiChrist which will be build upon the present EU. 
 

The EU or European Union has “Europa” its defining 
figure which is a statue of a woman with stars about her 
head. The final formation of the European Union will 
comprise seven nationalities living in ten countries. 
There will be a realignment of countries when the 
AntiChrist takes command… 
 

                              Revelation 6:14 
And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is rolled 

together; and every mountain and island were moved 
                                                 out of their places. 

 

2. [Verses 4, 7-9]: 1/3 of the angels of Heaven joined Satan in the rebellion 
against God who sent Michael to do battle with him. Michael wins the battle 
and casts Satan and his entire cohort of evil devils out of heaven. 
 

Ezekiel 28:14, 16 
14 You are the anointed cherub that covers; and I have set you so: you were upon 

the holy mountain of God; you have walked up and down  
in the midst of the stones of fire. 

16 By the multitude of your merchandise they have filled the midst of you with 
violence, and you have sinned: therefore I will cast you as profane out  

of the mountain of God: and I will destroy you, O covering cherub, 
 from the midst of the stones of fire. 

 

Revelation Chapter 12- The Tribulation Church 
13 And when the dragon saw that he was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the 

woman which brought forth the man child. 
14 And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly 

into the wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, 
 and times, and half a time, from the face of the serpent. 

15 And the serpent cast out of his mouth water as a flood after the woman, that 
he might cause her to be carried away of the flood. 

16 And the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened her mouth, and 
swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth. 

17 And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the 
remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God,  

and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
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1. [And the woman fled into the wilderness, where she hath a place prepared 
of God, etc] The woman now becomes the post rapture church made up 
Christians who were called to be saints but were too distracted by 
the pleasures and cares of this world and thus missed the rapture. 
But God in his mercy carries the woman into the wilderness which 
is a place of trial and testing. 
 

It will be the task of the 144,000 under the direction of Jesus to 
minister to these poor souls and help them undergo persecution 
and martyrdom by beheading. 
 

2. [Verses 14-16] The testing period of great tribulation by the AntiChrist will 
last 31/2 years during the last half of the 70th week of Daniel of God’s 
judgment upon the wicked. Satan will use every trick of verbal deception 
{water out of his mouth as a flood} in order to intimidate and coerce them to 
“curse God and die”. But the earth {in the Greek context means the help 
came from earth as opposed to heaven} in the form of the 144,000 under 
the guidance of Jesus counteracted each deception with the truth of God’s 
word and each fear with the assurance of God’s love 

 

1 John 4:18 
There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment.. 

 

John 8:32 
And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free 

. 
3. [And the dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with 
the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have 
the testimony of Jesus Christ.]  Satan in his fury goes after the 144,000 and 
attacks them head on. Daniel describes this 
 

Daniel 7:21-22 
21 I beheld, and the same horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; 

22 Until the Ancient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the 
most High; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom. 

 


