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   One of the greatest of all mysteries is the 
mystery of prayer. If God is all powerful, all 
knowing, and present everywhere, why should 
we pray? If God is all powerful and knows all 
things, why does He want His people to pray? If 
God knows the believer’s need even before he 
asks, why bother to ask at all? What is prayer?  

   Prayer is talking and listening to God.  Prayer is a conversation 
between two people who love each other. Prayer is a program God has 
given to mankind; it is a way, a means, of bringing man into 
fellowship with Him. Without prayer, mankind probably would miss the 
presence of God altogether. 

   Prayer is also a way of getting the believer involved in someone 
else’s life, so God teaches His people to pray one for another. Thus, 
when someone prays for another person, he begins to feel 
compassion towards that person. Prayer is a way of getting believers 
outside of themselves, thinking beyond themselves, and of praying 
for other people and their issues. Prayer is a wonderful gift from 
God that serves many great purposes in believers’ lives.  

   Prayer is the way that God brings believers into partnership with 
Him. Everything that God does on this earth. He does in partnership 
with man. God created the world and put Adam and Eve in the 
Garden of Eden. He gave them a perfect world, a perfect 
environment. But God has not planted one Garden since then. Every 
building seen around the world in all of the beautiful cities was built by 
the hands of men—partners of God in creation.  

   Jesus said that He was going to build the church and the gates of 
hell would not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). And one of the ways 
that Christ brings men into partnership with Him is that the Kingdom is 
built spiritually through prayer. Through prayer, people come to know 
Christ as Lord. Through prayer, spiritual bondages are broken. Through 
prayer, the kingdom of God becomes a reality. John Wesley said, “God will 
do nothing apart from the prayers of His people.” In other words, God has 
given men the program of prayer, and God invites them into partnership 
with Him.                 

      
 

    
God works in and through a praying church. God is infinite in knowledge, 
power, justice and love. Only He knows what should be done; why it should be done; 
and when it should be done. When we pray in the name of Jesus the Christ according to 
His will we given power as “one having authority” through the gift of faith.  
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1 John 5:13-15 
“These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son 

of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may 
believe on the name of the Son of God. 

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: 

And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we desired of him.” 

 
 

 

What does it mean to “pray according to his will”....it means to pray in “the 
name of Jesus the Christ”. This does not give us license to “name it and 

claim it” but to pray in his name which means “Savior, the Anointed One”. 
What is the anointing of Jesus? 

 

Luke 4:18-19 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted, 
to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 

to set at liberty them that are bruised,  
To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 

 
 
 
Anything that we pray for within the confines of his mission upon the earth will come to 
pass at His direction if we believe and do not doubt.  
 
 
 

 
Mark 11:22-23 

“And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God. For verily I 
say unto you, That whosoever shall say unto this mountain, Be thou 

removed, and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, 
but shall believe that those things which he saith shall come to pass; he 

shall have whatsoever he saith.” 
 

 

“Have faith in God” - Here we are enjoined to walk in faith 
believing. Jesus was admonishing to “grab” hold of the gift of faith given by 
Him and put it to use….remember He said, “Will I find faith when I return?” 
Meaning, will I find you using the faith I gave you? 
 

 “Whosoever shall say to this mountain” - Mountains are obstacles 
that place themselves in our pathway of life. They are either sicknesses (disorder of the 
spirit) or diseases (disorder of the flesh). Matters of food, clothing, or shelter are not 
mountain obstacles, for remember Jesus said He would supply all our need... 
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Matthew 6:7-8 
“But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they 

think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore 
like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 

before ye ask him.” 
 

Philippians 4:19 
“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory 

by Christ Jesus.” 

 

 

“Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the sea”… To remove a 
mountain means to take authority over it and repair or restore the damage 
done to a person by healing or curing. To cast it into the sea means to 
send it back into the world from which it came.  

Remember, Satan the prince of this world and created and owns all the 
four systems that dominate us in the world. The world is his domain. But 
we have power and authority by Jesus to overcome him everywhere. 

Luke 10:18-19 
“And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 

Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over 
all the power of the enemy and nothing: shall by any means hurt you.  

 
 

“And shall not doubt in his heart”… The heart of man as defined by 
scripture is a person’s circumcised soul within which lives his living spirit. The power of 
the soul is the mind and the power of the spirit is the anointing of the Lord. The battle 
place for doubt must first be won in the mind and then the spirit must be willing to flow 
with the anointing. Once we have begun the journey of prayer-faith, we must not let the 
world unsettle us to nervousness……we must keep our eyes fixed on Jesus. 
 

Matthew 14:28-31 
“And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou; bid me come unto 

thee on the water. And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out 
of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But when he saw the 
wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, 

Lord, save me.  And immediately Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught 
him, and said unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 

 
 

“But shall believe that those things which he saith shall 
come to pass”… Elijah made the cruise of oil multiply and raised the dead with a 
word. Peter and Paul healed the sick, cured the diseased, and raised the dead with a 
word. I know of a man in Detroit who raised a dead man in his car in the presence of a 
policeman who was left scratching his head over how he was going to report it. 
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Deuteronomy 30:11-14 
“For this commandment which I command thee this day, it is not hidden 

from thee, neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that thou shouldest say, 
Who shall go up for us to heaven, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, 
and do it? Neither is it beyond the sea, that thou shouldest say, Who shall 
go over the sea for us, and bring it unto us, that we may hear it, and do it? 

But the word is very nigh unto thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that 
thou mayest do it.” 

 
 

“He shall have whatsoever he saith”… Faith 
gives power to put into action what belief knows to be true. We 
know that God is infinite in knowledge, power, justice and love. 
Secondly, only He knows WHAT needs to be done; WHY it 
needs to be done; and WHEN it needs to be done! 

   Therefore we don’t need to inform him of anything, since he 
already knows about it. And since he loves us, He wants to help us. And since He is all 
powerful, He already has a plan of action. He only wants us to recognize this, and ask 
him for help. 

   How do we ask? By “praying through” [remember, prayer is having an open and 
honest discussion with God “face-to-face” like Moses] in order to hear His word of  
knowledge, come to an  understanding of His plan, and seek comprehension  so that 
His wisdom may become clear through revelation.  

After this manner, we should pray…”Lord 

 ”Thank you for making me aware by your revelation knowledge.” 
 

John 16:13 
“Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 

truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” 

 
 

  “Lord, please share your plan with me” 
 

Isaiah 55:11 
So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return 

unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

 

  “Reveal the meaning to me through your power of understanding”  
 
 

Proverbs 3:13 
Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth 

understanding. 
 

 

 “Quicken my spirit that I may comprehend your revelation.” 
 

John 16:13 
Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all 

truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that 
shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come. 
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 “Do you want me to say or do anything as part of your Plan?” 
 

Colossians 3:17  
And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 
 

 “I am ready, willing and available - make me able thru your wisdom “ 
     

1 Corinthians 2:12-13 
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 

might know the things that are freely given to us of God. 
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which 

the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 
 

 

 

In this way, we acknowledge and submit to His will and not work 
against Him. We now become part of the solution. The only thing 

that remains is to exercise the faith that He imparts to us when 
we accept His assignment and believing His word and 
ignoring any circumstances the world or Satan throws at us. 



15 Nov 2007    The Power and Meaning of Prayer                              Page 6 of 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  
 

        
 

   
 

  
 

  


