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One of the greatest of all mysteries is the mystery of prayer. If God is 
omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent, why pray? If God is all powerful 
and knows everything, why does He command His people to pray? If God 
knows the believer’s need even before he asks, why bother to ask at all? 
What is prayer? Prayer is talking and listening to God.   

Prayer is a conversation between two people who love each other. Prayer is 
a program God has given to mankind; it is a way, a means, of bringing man 
into fellowship with Him. Without prayer, mankind probably would miss the 
presence of God altogether. 

Prayer is a way of getting believers outside of themselves, thinking beyond 
themselves. Prayer is a wonderful gift from God that serves many great 
purposes in the believer’s life.  

Prayer is the way that God brings us into partnership with Him. Jesus said 
that He was going to build the church and the gates of hell would not prevail 
against it (Matthew 16:18). One of the ways that Christ brings men into 
partnership with Him is that the Kingdom is built spiritually through prayer.  

Through prayer, people come to know Christ as Lord and spiritual bondages 
are broken. Through prayer, the kingdom of God becomes a reality. John 
Wesley said, “God will do nothing apart from the prayers of His people.” In 
other words, God has given us the ability to “speak with Him face-to-face” as 
a friend and He invites us into partnership with Him.  

Christ doesn’t want us to do something for Him; He wants to do something 
through us. To be effective in His service, we need to be filled with Him. 
When the apostle Paul gave reports about his missionary activities, he always 
talked about what the Lord had done through Him. 

“Godliness is not the consequence of your capacity to imitate God, but the 
consequence of His capacity to reproduce himself in you.” 

Major Ian Thomas 

We need to have a meaningful two-way conversation with God discussing 
with Him the three most important questions of our life: 
 

1. Where did I come from?  {Faith} 
2. Why am I here? {Works} 
3. Where am I going? {First Love} 
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By faith we learn that we are made up of Body, Soul, and Spirit... 
 

1 Thessalonians 5:23 
“And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and 

soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Our bodies were created by the biological act of our parents in which God 

designed the DNA in our bodies to form specific natural talents that will be 
able to partner with the specific spiritual gifts that God will use through them 
if we accept His plan for our life and follow His direction. 

 

This act of DNA design and biological genetics brings forth the soul that 
links our body to the spirit breathed into it by God Himself at conception.  

 

By faith we learn that our spirit was formed into the likeness and image of 
Jesus that we might be His brethren... 

 

Genesis 1:26 
“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: “ 

 
Romans 8:29 

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image 
of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

 

But we were born in sin with the judgment of eternal death.... 
 

Psalms 51:5 
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” 

 

Thus was born our first meaningful conversation with God. By faith, we 
acknowledged our sin, repented, and asked for pardon and eternal life... 

 

Romans 10:9-10 
“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine 

heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved . 
For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession 

is made unto salvation.” 
 

...and thus a heart was born...our soul and spirit were circumcised by the 
gift of salvation into eternal life... 

 

Romans 2:29 
“But he is a Jew, which is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the 

spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” 
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John 14:12 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 
do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.” 

 
And so we learn that we are here to do the works of Jesus because He 

went unto the Father. So now comes the second meaningful conversation we 
must have with the Father...”What Works” This will depend upon our reason 
to do the works. By faith we know that God not only designed our existence 
but He also designed a plan for that existence...a plan of life which He desires 
to funnel through our natural talents.  

 
We have a choice to make here, do we accept His plan for our life, or do we 

want to “do it my way” as Frank Sinatra sang? It stands to reason that we will 
only be fulfilled if we accept His plan, otherwise we will be “kicking at the 
traces” our whole life...because we will not be doing what we were designed to 
do. Well, you might say, “This is not fair”...and you are right...but it is just: 

 

Romans 9:20-21 
“Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God? Shall the thing formed say 

to him that formed it, Why hast thou made me thus? 
Hath not the potter power over the clay,” 

 
The answer is that I am here to fulfill the plan of life designed for me by 

my Father which is in heaven...to leave the kingdom of the world {Satan’s 
Kingdom} and enter into the Kingdom of God. If I choose to go it my way, 
then although I am saved I will only be able to “see the Kingdom of God” and 
my works will be burned.... 

 

1 Corinthians 3:13-15 
“Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. 

If any man's work shall be burned , he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be 
saved; yet so as by fire.” 

 

 
But if we decide to accept Father God’s plan for our life 
and are born again of the water and of the Spirit, we can 
enter into the Kingdom of God... 

 

John 3:5-6 
“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man 

be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born 
of the Spirit is spirit.” 
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There are only three motivations for doing Good works... 

 

1. BECAUSE WE FEAR THE CONSEQUENCES IF WE REFUSE...if we 
decide to accept God’s plan for our life on this basis we are no better off 
than what was written on the tomb of the Atheist... 

       
   This is the epitaph of my life: 
               I was born 
                  I lived 
And now here I lay dead and buried 
 
 

2. BECAUSE IT’S THE RIGHT THING TO DO...certainly a noble reason 
but not much better than the one above...we will do it but “our heart 
isn’t really in it!”  
 

We are a little like Lot’s wife...we are leaving the world alright, but we 
wonder what it would be like if we followed our own path... 
 

Luke 9:59-62 
“And he said unto another, Follow me. But he said, Lord, suffer me first to go 

and bury my father. 
Jesus said unto him, Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach the 

kingdom of God. 
And another also said, Lord, I will follow thee; but let me first go bid them 

farewell, which are at home at my house. 
And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the plough, and 

looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
             

3. BECAUSE WE LOVE THE LORD WITH ALL OUR HEART...if this is our 
motivation, we will at peace with God and come to rest in Him. This is 
our “first Love”. And now comes the final meaningful conversation with 
God...how shall I follow thee?  
 

Exodus 33:11 
“And the LORD spake unto Moses face to face , as a man speaketh unto his 

friend. “ 
 

Our Lord’s problem is that He lonely and has an almost 
insurmountable problem of communicating with us. How 
often have we left our Lord there alone in the secret closet 
alone and unfulfilled after much one-way communication? 
How many times has He been so ready and anxious to 
open His own heart to speak, when lo and behold, no one 
was there.  

 

Revelation 3:20 
“Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 

with him, and he with me.” 
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Rather let us enter “Into the Garden”  
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Where are we going? Are we to fulfill His plan for our lives because of real 
and genuine Love? Will we tarry in the Garden to have many good, meaningful 
conversations with the Lord of our Lives? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Remember Psalm 100... 

 
Psalms 100:3 

“Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We need to have many meaningful two-way conversations with Him to 

receive and discuss the directions needed in following His plan for our life.  
 

We can only do this by faith and good works because we love Him... 
 

Colossians 3:17 
“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God and the Father by him.” 
 
In Prayer, believing.... 
 

Put your trust in Jesus 

Reach out to Him in time of trouble 

Always walk in faith 

Yield to His direction for your life 
 

 
 
 
       


